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The totals thus given do not represent the results which might 
be obtained by the more careful methods of modern surgery.— 
Edinburgh Med. Jour., Oct., 1883. 


Mortimer Granville’s Percuteur. —Dr. W. Carter states 
that Dr. Granville’s percuteur for the relief of pain “ has not in¬ 
frequently failed in his hands to do any good.” He has found it 
to relieve very quickly, however, certain cases of toothache and 
tic. He relates a very striking case of sudden amblyopia in an 
apparently healthy man, aged 45. The loss of vision was pre¬ 
ceded and accompanied by intense headache and pain in the eye¬ 
balls. No evidence of any organic disturbance in the eye was 
discoverable. Treatment with mercury, iodides, and antiphlogistics, 
did no good. Finally the percuteur was applied to the eyeballs for 
five minutes daily to rouse up the dormant function. Improve¬ 
ment in vision soon began, and in four or five weeks the man was 
nearly well. But he was then found to have a beginning cataract. 
Dr. Carter is inclined to think that the use of the percuteur may 
have had something to do with producing this.— Liverpool Medico- 
Chirurgical Journ ., July, 1883. 


On the Use of Nitro-Glycerine in Paraplegia. —Dr. W. 
Carter reports the case of a man, aged 55, who, six weeks before treat¬ 
ment, began to suffer from coldness in the feet and legs, followed by 
paralysis. The patella-reflex was present. [The case , is incom¬ 
pletely reported.] Owing to the patient’s complaining so much 
of the coldness in his lower extremities, he was placed upon nitro¬ 
glycerine, ttj, iij of the 1 </o solution. He then rapidly improved 
and eventually recovered. 

Dr. Carter has had good results from nitro-glycerine in a case 
of spastic spinal paralysis with coldness of extremities.— Liverpool 
Medico-Chirurgical 'jpourn., July, 1883. 


The Mechanical Treatment of Neuralgia. —Dr. E. 
Rasori uses the tuning-fork in the treatment of neuralgic pains, 
applying it while vibrating, over the course of the painful nerves. 
The instrument was applied for from twenty to forty minutes, when 
the patient was generally relieved without further treatment. 
During the neuralgic attacks one of the women had suffered from 
vomiting, but after the relief from the application she was troubled 
no more in this way.— Bolletino della, Societa Hancisiana , Roma. 


The Ice-Cap in Tic Douleureux. —Dr. R. G. Simpson re¬ 
ports a case in which the ice-cap applied over the painful part 
gave the greatest relief in tic douleureux. Morphine in large doses 
had previously been given without avail.— Cincinnati Lancet and 
Clinic , Oct. 20, 1883. 


Osmic Acid in the Treatment of Neuralgia. —The action 
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of osmic acid upon nerve tissue suggested to G. Neuber its use 
hypodermically in neuralgia. Two cases of trigeminal neuralgia, 
and one case of sciatica were experimented upon. In two cases 
there was recovery, in one case improvement. In one case there 
was injected in three months about 3 centigrammes of osmic acid 
in solution,' without evil results.— Mittheilungen arcs der chirurg. 
Klinik , Kiel, Bd. i, p. 19. 


Croton Chloral in Trigeminal Neuralgia and Hysteria. 
—Dr. C. J. Fox reports excellent results from the use of croton 
chloral in seventeen cases of neuralgia. He gives four grains 
every two hours until the pain is relieved. He finds it very useful 
also in hysterical convulsions.— Edinburgh Med. Journal. 


Tincture Gelsemii in Intercostal Neuralgia. —Gelsemium 
has for some time had considerable repute in neuralgia, but the 
exact indications for it have not yet been formulated. Dr. J. 
Chdron thinks it is almost a specific in that form of left-side pain 
from which many women suffer, and which is considered to be an 
intercostal neuralgia. He gives from fifteen to twenty-five drops 
of the tincture daily, applying at the same time some slight local 
counter-irritation.— Rev. mM. chir. des mal. des femmes , Aug. 5, 
1883. 


Rhus Toxicodendron in the Treatment of Sciatica.—D r. 
Thos. Gifford recommends highly the tincture of rhus toxicoden¬ 
dron in the treatment of sciatica. He gives two drops morning 
and night. The drug acts best in those cases where the pains are 
severe and occur at night, and when they are accompanied by 
much motor disturbance. The drug is used by the homoeopaths 
for this disease.— Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic , Sept. 29, 1883. 


The Ether Douche for Local Pain. —Dr. C. H. Hughes 
states that for the past ten years he has employed ether lavements 
in all painful surface affections with great satisfaction. They will 
cure some neuralgias and relieve all. The ether should be poured 
freely upon the affected part until relief is obtained. In cases of 
trigeminal neuralgia care should be taken to keep the ether from 
getting into the eyes and ears. No better agent, says Dr. Hughes, 
can be employed for cephalalgia or for acute muscular tremor. It 
may be used upon the head and spine in chorea.— Phila. Medical 
Times, Sept. 8, 1883. 


Clinical Results of Nerve-stretching. —Dr. Vincenzo 
Omboni, of Cremona, gives an analysis of 312 cases of nerve¬ 
stretching collected by himself. The list embraces over one hun¬ 
dred cases more than were collected by Dr. W. J. Chandler 
{Medical Recorded, xxii, 1882). A careful report upon Omboni’s 



